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The earnestness of the Emperor was not lost upon any commander.
He meant every word of what he said. What he did not say was
perhaps more meaningful. This was the last military campaign of
his career. It was incumbent on every general and fighting man
to strain his utmost for the realization of his ideal of a united
empire.
It is surprising that Rajput generals were conspicuous for their
absence in this campaign. Raja Man Singh was the only survivor
of the old-time team of Rajput warriors at Akbar's court. He was
at the time engaged in the delicate task of safeguarding the king-
dom against the design of Prince Salim to stage a coup in Agra.
The death of his son, Jagat Singh, and the murmurs of a fresh
revolt in Bengal drove the Raja to harbour thoughts of retirement.
However, his unswerving loyalty kept him firmly at his post. He
stuck to his duties manfully. The purposes of his life, he was re-
ported to have declared, were perhaps not yet fully realized.
The assault on Ahmednagar began in April 1960. The walled
city itself was a citadel guarded by Abyssinian and Afghan troops.
The fort, wherein Chand Bibi had shut herself up along with her
ward Bahadur Nizamshah, was ringed around by a moat nearly
thirty yards wide and twelve feet deep. Daniyal and the Khan-i-
Khanan, heedless of the withering fire of guns placed on the city
walls, brought to bear the full weight of their numbers to crush
the defences. The fighting was hard and bitter. Daniyal, riding
high on the wave of new-won popularity at the court, exposed him-
self many times to what looked like certain death in an effort to
capture the city by assault. For two months the defenders held
their own against a vastly superior force; then they began to wilt
under the weight of destruction wrought by Mughal sappers and
miners. The Sultana, fearing the worst, made known to a eunuch
Hamid* her intention to sue for peace and retire, along with
Bahadur, to a fortress many miles away. The latter panicked and
ran out to inform the Peshwa, Abhang Khan, of the fate that was-
in store for the people of Ahmednagar. The Abyssinian Wazir,
already sick of the intrigues of the courtiers surrounding Chand
Bibi, was enraged at the planned letdown, rushed into the fort,
and stabbed the Sultana to death. Some historians hold that the
regent took poison before the Abyssinian stormed into her chamber*.
*Abul Fazl says Habshi Khan, and Farishta names him Yetha.